
Individual Education Plans 
Information for parents and guardians 



Land acknowledgement 

Simcoe County District School Board acknowledges that we are 
situated on the traditional land of the Anishnaabeg people. The 
Anishnaabeg include the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Pottawatomi nations, 
collectively known as the Three Fires Confederacy. We are 
dedicated to honouring Indigenous history and culture and 
committed to moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and 
respect with all First Nation, Métis and Inuit people.



Agenda
• School-based assessments/diagnostics 

Individual Education Plans (IEPs) 
• Resources for parents/guardians
• All about the IEP
• Parts of the IEP
• Transition page on the IEP
• The role of the parent/guardian
• Communication between home and school



Assessment as baseline
• Assessment is not only used to evaluate the student’s achievement at 

the end of the year/term 
• Assessment is also important to use as a baseline to determine the 

student’s current level of achievement in order to inform programming 
and measure student achievement and progress 

• With a precise baseline, the educator can select appropriate and 
realistic goals



Classroom-based assessments (examples) 

https://scdsb.sharepoint.com/sites/StaffApps/ApplicationResources/enCompass/SCDSB%20Approved%20Diagnostic%20Assessment%20Tools.pdf


Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement (KTEA)
• The KTEA is a standardized assessment tool that allows for the measurement 

of key academic skills in reading, math, written language, and oral language
• Can be completed by a trained special education resource teacher (SERT) in 

the school 

Subtests: 
• Phonological Processing
• Math Concepts and Applications
• Letter and Word Recognition
• Math Computation
• Nonsense Word Decoding
• Reading Comprehension
• Written Expression
• Spelling
• Listening Comprehension
• Oral Expression



Vineland

• Vineland Adaptive Behaviour Rating Scale 
• A commonly used rating scale to measure a broad array of behaviours 

related to independence, communication, daily living, socialization, and 
motor skills

Format: 
• Rating scales (e.g., close-ended surveys or questionnaires) completed by 

an informant who is familiar with the individual and the adaptive behaviour 
being assessed

• Can be administered by the trained educator (teacher, SERT, applied 
behaviour analysis [ABA] staff) 



Psycho-educational assessment 

• A psycho-educational assessment consists of a series of different tests and is 
used to evaluate a student’s level and pattern of cognitive and 
academic functioning

• Psycho-educational assessment completed in a school setting (by the 
SCDSB) are used primarily to understand and support the student’s 
educational programming at school, including decisions related to student 
placement

• It usually provides a detailed breakdown of cognitive processes
• As psycho-educational assessments are completed by, or under the 

supervision of, a psychologist, they can result in a specific diagnosis, such as 
a learning disability, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), etc.



Speech and language assessment  
• Speech assessment – a comprehensive assessment of a student’s 

speech, including articulation (speech sounds), fluency (stuttering), voice 
(quality), and resonance (hypo/hypernasal) 

• Language assessment – a comprehensive assessment of a student’s 
receptive (understanding) and expressive (use) of language at the word, 
sentence, and discourse level. Also assesses a student’s literacy, including 
phonological awareness, decoding, reading comprehension, and written 
expression 

• Speech and language consultation - students who are referred for this 
are typically those who are minimally-verbal or non-verbal and require a 
communication tool, or those who have a communication system in place 
that is no longer meeting their needs. Alternatively, consultations are 
sometimes requested as students with a diagnosed cognitive impairment 
may benefit from support to develop language skills (e.g., down syndrome, 
fetal alcohol spectrum disorder [FASD], etc.). 



Resources for parents and guardians 
Available at scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education

https://www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions


What is an Individual Education Plan (IEP)? 
• The special education program/services required by your child, based on a 

thorough assessment of their strengths and needs 
• *Accommodations (strategies/supports) needed to help your child 

achieve their learning expectations 
• Modifications (learning expectations, or goals) created for your child that 

are different from grade-level expectations or are a significantly reduced 
number of expectations from current grade (modified curriculum and/or 
alternative goals)

• Transition goals to support students with any necessary transitions (big 
T/little t transitions)

• *The IEP is continuously monitored throughout the year and must be 
formally reviewed and updated at each reporting period 



Who has an IEP?
• Every student identified as exceptional by an IPRC 
• Students whose school principal, with input from regular 

classroom teacher (RCT), special education staff and/or 
parents/guardians, determines that their achievement will be 
assessed on the basis of modified expectations

• Students who regularly require specific accommodations for 
instructional, environmental, or assessment purposes

• Any student who requires an individualized program



When is an IEP created?
• For students who have newly been identified through the IPRC 

process, an IEP must be created within 30 school days 
following the IPRC (if one does not already exist in the SCDSB)

• For those with existing IEPs, a current IEP must be created 
within 30 school days from the start of each school year

• Any time of year for students who regularly require 
accommodations or modifications for instructional or 
assessment purposes
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Transition plans 
Transitions can be BIG or SMALL.

PPM 156: all students on an IEP must have a transition plan. The 
plan will be developed based on each student’s individual needs.



What is the parent/guardian role?
Your input (and your child’s input) is invaluable in fostering the 
achievement and success of your child. As a parent/guardian, you 
are encouraged to: 
• Provide copies of assessments and other relevant information 

about your child
• Complete and return the IEP Consultation Form 
• Work together with school staff to develop goals for your child’s 

IEP, review the draft copy of the IEP and provide feedback to 
school staff

• Maintain open communication with school staff regarding your 
child’s IEP and any pertinent information occurring at home



IEP 
Consultation 
Form



Communication between home and school

• The SCDSB values and wishes to maximize communication and 
collaboration between home and school for the direct positive impact 
it has on students 

• The SCDSB continues to develop new and innovative ways of 
ensuring communication between the school and family and is 
committed to improving accessibility while adapting to the changing 
digital community 
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